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From the Churchwardens

By the time you read this we will be well into the 

interregnum and will have had the first few weeks of 

services led by visiting priests.   We will also have had 

our first PCC meeting chaired by Canon Martin Wood 

who is our facilitator to help us through the vacancy 

period.

It will seem very strange at first but we will soon drop 

into a pattern of worship and with God’s help we will 

come together.

The season of Lent will soon be upon us and our Ash 

Wednesday Service will be at 7.30pm on February 13th 

and will include the Imposition of Ashes.    On the four 

Wednesdays starting on Feb. 20th we have arranged for a 

Lent Course to be held in the St. Andrew’s Room (At 

7.30pm each week).   These meetings will be led by the 

Rev. Geoff. Griggs, well-known to many of you, and we 

are very grateful to him for offering to do this.  We feel 

sure that the sessions will be well worth attending.

We hope that the weekly e-mails are helpful to those of 

you who have signed up for them.   Please feel free to 

contact either of us if you have any queries.

Janet Terry & Michael Puffett.

Messy Church

Messy Church has been going for a few months now and is enjoyed by all 

who attend. Due to the efforts of the children and their parents a small 

garden was cultivated and we are now seeing lettuce, garlic and soon I 

hope some daffodils. Each month after a small service of a prayer, a song 

and a small talk we indulge ourselves in an activity. One month the 

children were taken up to the bell tower to see the workings of the bells and 

were then given instruction in the use of hand bells. The playing of the 

hand bells we have carried on each month and the children are becoming 

very proficient (even better than the adults) and we hope they will be able 

to play at our Mothering Sunday service. In November we celebrated the 

beginning of Advent by making a beautiful altar frontal in the Lady 

Chapel, we had a lovely time working together and I hope many of you 

were able to come and admire all the hard work. A very happy group 

worked in December creating the crib and decorating the Christmas tree 

and we end up singing carols with the hand bell ringers. It was also an 

opportunity for Claudia and Emma to show their talents in playing the 

keyboard and we were able to join with them in singing. Our plan for 

January is to make a card for the children in Kenya and send them some 

news of St Andrews and some pictures. February we hope to make a chart 

of the colours of the church through the Christian calendar. March of 

course brings us Easter and the plan is for a new frontal to the altar 

depicting the story of Easter from Palm Sunday to the Ascension.

Please come along and join us at Messy Church and is great fun. If you like 

getting stuck with glue and covered in paint, come along, if you like to 

sing, come along and if you want to learn to play the hand bells definitely, 

come along. We look forward to seeing not only you but your parents and 

having a great time.

Christine Mennie

Church Christmas Tree

Richard Doubleday of Sandon Garden Center, Butts Green, kindly donated 

the beautifully decorated Christmas tree we had in the Church in front of 

the altar in the Lady Chapel. It was a very fine specimen indeed and the 

Church community is indebted to Richard for his generosity in providing 

such a lovely tree. It looked great.

Jack Whinney







NEW PARISH ELECTORAL ROLL NEEDED FOR THIS 

YEAR

Every six years the Parish Electoral Roll undergoes a complete 

revision.

Year 2013 is such a year and as no names can be carried over from 

the old 2007 version it is important that all eligible people make a 

new application so that their names are registered on the New Roll 

for Sandon Parish Church.

All Members listed on the current Roll will receive an 

‘Application for Enrolment‘ form for completion and return to the 

Electoral Roll Officer by March the 21st 2013.

If you are not on the current Roll and have worshipped regularly at 

St. Andrew’s for the last 6 months you are then entitled to apply 

for inclusion in the new Roll. In this case please contact the 

Electoral Roll Officer to obtain a form, which must be completed 

and returned by March 21st.2013. 

Forms can also be obtained from either of the Churchwardens : 

Michael Puffett, Tel 01245 222066 or  Janet Terry Tel 01245 

472997.

Completed forms should be sent back to the under named or 

placed in a suitably marked box which will be provided at the back 

of St. Andrew’s Church during the period  14th to 21st of March.

David Farrar., Electoral Roll Officer. Tel 01245 471484 



Beryl Saltmarsh
Beryl was born in Japan on 19th December 1923, only three months after 

the Great Kanto earthquake that destroyed Yokohama and Tokyo and killed 

140,000 people. Understandably, some items ordered in preparation for the 

new baby never arrived.

Her grandparents in England were sent a telegram from Japan announcing 

her birth, which they received on 18th December as it had crossed the 

dateline backwards. Subsequently they could never believe her birthday 

was on the following day!

Beryl had two older brothers, Michael and Tony, and their early years were 

spent in the relatively peaceful and innocent days in Japan between the 

wars.

Every five years her father's missionary work in Japan allowed them a six-

month leave in Britain and Beryl enjoyed die six-week sea trip from 

Yokohama, where there was always plenty to do onboard ship.

Beryl returned home with her mother in 1934 for the last time when she 

was 11. Somewhere in the South India Sea their ship passed another ship 

going in the other direction carrying her aunt Daisy to Japan to keep her 

father company. On arrival Beryl was sent to boarding school in England.

During the war Beryl worked for a while on a chicken farm. After the war, 

when her father returned from Changi Prisoner Of War camp, she went to 

London and worked as a secretary.

Beryl married Pat in 1951 and they had four children, Jeremy, Colin, Tony 

and Ruth, and two grandchildren Daniel and Molly.

The church was always very close to Beryl's heart and she was a devout 

Christian all her life. She continued to attend the church in Sandon where 

her father had been Rector before and after the war. Later in life Beryl 

joined a writing circle and wrote a number of stories about her childhood. 

She shared an interest in family history with several other family members.

In her last few years Beryl's health deteriorated and she became more 

dependent on her children, especially Tony, of whom she wrote to Mary, '... 

he has been such an invaluable help and so thoughtful.'

Beryl will always be remembered not only by her loving family, but by her 

many friends at St. Andrew’s.

By kind permission of Tony Saltmarsh.



Sandon Village Hall Film Nights - Film Reviews

The World’s Fastest Indian

The life story of New Zealander Burt Munro, who spent years building a 

1920 Indian motorcycle -- a bike which helped him set the land-speed 

world record at Utah's Bonneville Salt Flats in 1967.

Director: Roger Donaldson

Writer: Roger Donaldson

Stars: Anthony Hopkins, Diane Ladd and Iain Rea

The World's Fastest Indian is as much about Munro’s effort to reach Utah 

as it is about his attempt to break the world land speed record once he ar-

rives. His expedition is fraught with a ferocious fragility, the kind that 

keeps you engaged and amazed even if you think you know how things are 

going to turn out. At times the story seems to wander a bit, but every mo-

ment is carefully laid out and comes full circle by the movie’s conclusion. 

The exhilaration of Munro’s salt flats racing is undeniable. For the first time 

in a long while I actually found myself gripping the arm rests on my seat.

The Help

Set in Mississippi during the 1960s, Skeeter (Stone) is a southern society 

girl who returns from college determined to become a writer, but turns her 

friends' lives -- and a Mississippi town -- upside down when she decides to 

interview the black women who have spent their lives taking care of 

prominent southern families. Aibileen (Davis), Skeeter's best friend's 

housekeeper, is the first to open up -- to the dismay of her friends in the 

tight-knit black community. Despite Skeeter's life-long friendships hanging 

in the balance, she and Aibileen continue their collaboration and soon more 

women come forward to tell their stories -- and as it turns out, they have a 

lot to say. Along the way, unlikely friendships are forged and a new 

sisterhood emerges, but not before everyone in town has a thing or two to 

say themselves when they become unwittingly -- and unwillingly -- caught 

up in the changing times 
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Film Night!

Sandon Village Hall Film Nights

FEBRUARY 2nd---- THE WORLDS 

FASTEST INDIAN 12A

MARCH 2nd-----THE HELP 12A

.

Doors open: 7:00pm

Film starts: 7:30pm

Please bring your own drinks and 

glasses.

Please pay on arrival at the door

Adults £5.00 Child £3.00

All proceeds will go to the village hall 

fund.

Julie 475976, Judy 224747,

Narelle 223536 



Sandon WI January 2013 meeting

The President ,Joan Southey, welcomed members, three visitors and a new 

member, Mavis Raine, to the meeting and thanked Angela Harvey for the 

beautiful cyclamen on the top table. This was later presented to Lilian 

Scard who has been responsible for sending out cards to members for 

special occasions but is now giving up this job. Jerusalem was then sung, 

and the minutes of the Christmas meeting were also read.

The Treasurer reminded members that subscriptions were due and asked 

that they be paid by cheque put into a box on her table. Receipts would be 

issued as soon as possible.

The main part of the meeting was a patchwork and quilting workshop run 

by Dorothy Gray and Rose Jewitt. They explained the important difference 

between patchwork and quilting, and showed us many examples of their 

work. After that, those who wished to were invited to make a square, which 

led to a great deal of hilarity and “ what do I do now?”  and Dorothy and 

Rose were very patient in untangling us! They were thanked by Frances 

Freemont.

Future events include a coffee morning at the Crown, Sandon, on January 

24th and members were asked to invite a friend, while Susan Wells said she 

would be selling tickets at £20 for the anniversary lunch in May at the next 

meeting. Hazel Oderbolz is arranging a trip to the Cliffs Pavilion to see      

“The Sound of Music” on April 13th. Correspondence included a letter from 

Denman College that rumours that the College might close were unfounded 

and in fact numbers attending were increasing.

There is a waiting list for the Keep Fit group, and Craft and Chat will meet 

again on Thursday, January 17th.

The Flower of the Month was won by Celia Kerslake.

Next month’s, meeting on February 14th will be Andrew Freemont talking 

about digital cameras, so please bring your camera with you, while the 

competition will be for a photograph of a winter scene.

Anne Nickol


